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March 2
Sam Beard, Founder
GIFT (The Global Investment Foundation for Tomorrow)
Program Chair:   Joan DelFattore
Menu:  Lasagna Roulades
March 9 – Tory Dobrin, Director, Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo
The World’s Foremost All-Male Comic Ballet Company
Program Chair:   Marsha Borin
Menu:  Chicken Breast with Sweet Chile Glaze
March 16 – Jeff Downing, Executive Director, Mt. Cuba Center
“Mt. Cuba Center, a Jewel of the Brandywine Valley”
Program Chair:   Pam Sapko
Menu:  Corned Beef and Cabbage, Au Gratin Potatoes
March 23 – Dr. Robert Jordon, Former Geologist, State of Delaware
Program Chair:   Sue Knisely
Menu:  Baked Salmon with Apple Cider Sauce
March 30 – Mark P. Vergnano, President & CEO, The Chemours Company
Program Chair:   Bob Reardon
Menu:  Vegetable Cous Cous Strudel with Lemon Chive

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Mulch Madness
Saturday, March 18 ** 8:30 – 10:30 am
A great Project – A great Time – A great way to Serve
Sign Up in Lobby or with Sue



www.rotarywilmington.org
Our new website is now LIVE ! ! ! !
Check it OUT ! ! ! !


Minutes for Meeting of February 23, 2017
President Kai Lassen called the meeting to order at 12:10pm at the Hotel du Pont.  The Club joined together in singing “America The Beautiful” led by Michael Arrington with Kathryn Jakabcin on the piano.  Jerry Bilton provided the invocation.
	Announcements: President Kai welcomed one visiting Rotarian and several guests.  President Kai then called on Cathy Kanefsky, Chair of the Membership Committee who reported on the extraordinary push that is on right now to add members to our club. She reported that annual attrition averages at least 20 members so we are working to stay well ahead of that. She then told her own personal story of why Rotary is meaningful for her.  Tom Porth introduced the new part-time bookkeeper for our club, Amelia Mackey. Wil Sherk announced our upcoming Rotary dialogue on March 23 at 5:30 PM at Peter Horty’s house. It will be led by Yasser Payne and will be around his Wilmington Research. President Kai reported on last weekend’s RYLA conference in Ocean City, MD to which our club sent two students from Howard High and two from the Frere School. Pete Booker, Jon Whitcomb, and Mike Wilson all attended with Kai. President Kai also reported that we expect our new website to be on line by next Thursday’s meeting. He gave well-deserved kudos to Allison Levine and Pete Booker for their perseverance and professional assistance with this difficult task. Along with the revised website we will be utilizing SQUARE (thanks to the expertise of our new bookkeeper) to process credit card payments in the future. This relatively new service is more flexible than what we had before and no more expensive to use. Finally, President Kai announced the Can-Do Playground cleanup on Saturday, March 18 from 8:30-10:30 AM.
Prior to the introduction of today’s Program Chair, Michael Arrington serenaded us with the Salesianum Alma Marta.  	Program:  Program Chair Anne Eidschun gave a terrific introduction of our speaker Brendan Kennealey and others at the Head Table including, in addition to President Kai and acting Secretary Dave Fleming included Matt Beardwood, Pete Booker, David Plaza, and Andrew Johnson. 
Mr. Kennealey, President of Salesianum School, was himself a 1994 grad. He provided an historical synopsis of the school’s history from its founding in 1903 to provide poor Catholic boys with educational opportunities. Significantly, Sallies was the first school in Delaware to integrate in 1950, which it did with little fanfare, and was the first predominantly white school in Delaware to engage athletically with an all-Black Howard High School early in the 1950s. Originally located at 8th and West Streets, the school relocated to its present site in 1957. In the 1960s the school welcomed in Cuban refugees and has been a safe harbor for all races throughout its history. On its 100th anniversary, the school founded Nativity Prep to expand its mission of providing quality education, for free, to economically challenged populations in Wilmington. At 1,040 the school is currently at its highest enrollment ever. It features 25 AP courses, all of its graduates pursue higher education, and its college counselling staff were each formerly employed by college admissions offices. Community Service is an important value and the students have raised, on their own more than $500,000 in the last four years for a variety of important causes. Equally important, the school teaches students why these needs exist. 30% of the student body currently receives financial aid and their most important goal going forward is to remain accessible. The meeting ended at 1:30 pm.  Respectfully submitted, Dave Fleming, Acting Secretary


You are cordially invited by members of the
Wilmington Strategy Committee
to attend WSC Dialogues (only 4 spots available!!!)
Thursday, March 23, 2017 from 5:30pm to 7:00pm
at the home of Su and Peter Horty, 53 Hill Road, Wilmington 19806
Topic: “It’s set up for failure . . . and they know this!” 
How the school-to-prison pipeline impacts the educational experiences 
of street-identified Black youth and young adults   
Presenter:  Rotarian Yasser Payne
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