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March 16
Jeff Downing, Executive Director, Mt. Cuba Center
“Mt. Cuba Center, The Copelands’ Legacy and Vision”
Lammot and Pamela Copeland were visionaries.  They loved wildflowers and native plants and they developed an exquisite garden in the rolling hills around their home in Hockessin, DE.  But the Copelands recognized early on that the fate of the native plants that they loved is inextricably tied to the fate of the habitats that sustain them.  Join Jeff Downing, Executive Director of Mt. Cuba Center, as he recounts the history of the Copelands’ Mt. Cuba estate and gardens, and relates how Mt. Cuba Center is working today to realize the Copelands’ conservation vision.
Program Chair:   Pam Sapko
Menu:  Corned Beef and Cabbage, Au Gratin Potatoes

March 23 – Dr. Robert Jordon, Former Geologist, State of Delaware
“Mason, Dixon, and the Quest for Oil”
Program Chair:   Sue Knisely
Menu:  Baked Salmon with Apple Cider Sauce
March 30 – Mark P. Vergnano, President & CEO, The Chemours Company
Program Chair:   Bob Reardon
Menu:  Vegetable Cous Cous Strudel with Lemon Chive


MARK YOUR CALENDARS – SIGN UP IN LOBBY


ROTARY WORK DAYS
EASTERSEALS CAMP FAIRLEE 
APRIL 21 - 22, 2017
Each spring, with the help of Rotary District 7630, Easterseals prepares Camp Fairlee to serve hundreds of campers with disabilities and special needs. Camp staff has a variety of projects planned that will interest people with a wide range of skills and abilities.  
SCHEDULE
· 8:00 am – 9:00 am      Registration & continental breakfast 
· 9:00 am – Noon           Work 
· Noon – 1:00 pm           Lunch and Presentation
· 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm      Work
· 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm      Clean up




Minutes for Meeting of March 9, 2017
President Kai Lassen called the meeting to order at 12:10pm at the Hotel du Pont’s Gold Ballroom.  The Club joined together in singing “Star Spangled Banner” led by Carrie Gray accompanied by Elizabeth Rhoads on the piano.  Neta Pringle provided the invocation. 
Announcements:  President Kai made the following announcements – Buck Smith was recently released from the hospital and is currently recovering well in a rehabilitation center.  Please sign the card that is circulating and return it to Sue; Our club sponsored 2 Rotaract students from Freire Charter School and 2 Rotaract students from Howard High School to attend RYLA.  The students shared the following sentiments; they enjoyed participating in the service projects and the programs; they learned a lot about themselves as leaders; service above self and the 4-Way is valuable; and thank you to the Club for sponsoring their participation; Pete Booker – provided a tutorial of the new website. There was a glitch in transferring Member Directory information so stay tuned for more instructions on updating individual member information.  It is still a work in progress so please be patient and send feedback to Pete, Sue, or Allison Levine; and Hughlett Kirby – volunteers are still needed so please sign up in the lobby to join us for the Can-Do Playground Clean Up on Saturday, March 18 from 8:30am – 10:30am.
Program:   Marsha Borin provided the introduction of the head table and our speaker, Catherine Lindroth, Founder and Executive Director of Summer Collaborative.  Marsha also announced that Tory Dobrin, Director of Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte Carlo, fell ill and was not able to join us as the speaker today.  If your schedule permits, please see the “World’s Foremost All-Male Comic Ballet Company” perform at the Prince Theater in Philadelphia March 9 – March 12.  For more information please visit http://princetheater.org/events/ballets-trockadero/ 
Catherine’s presentation, titled Making Summer Smarter, focused on the story of how Summer Collaborative was founded.  Summer Collaborative, a spin-off of Teach For America, is a program which improves programming for disadvantaged Wilmington youth.  Their mission is to reverse learning loss and light kids up about learning.  They work with existing community centers and schools to fulfil this mission.  For more information, please visit http://summercollab.com. 
Catherine explained that Summer Collaborative works closely with 12 Wilmington community centers that serve 2,000 youth to execute high quality, enriching, and successful learning experiences for low income youth during the summer.  By working to increase the quality of learning they help bridge learning gaps.  She also mentioned that community centers are uniquely absorptive of change initiatives and if we invest in these centers, positive effects happen very quickly.  These 12 community centers have worked diligently over the past several years to collaborate on effective learning solutions.  
Catherine also shared three powerful learning lessons since founding Summer Collaborative: the importance of saying “yes”; collaboration is more powerful than partnerships; and community centers matter a great deal.  
Their evidenced based findings have revealed that low-income youth in Wilmington lose up to 3 months of learning in the summer.  In contrast, high-income youth gain up to 2 months of learning during the summer.  Summer Collaborative has been successful in ensuring low-income youth experience learning growth.  In fact, 2016 Summer Collaborative participants experienced the following gains: 5 months in sight word recognition; 6.9 months in vocabulary; and 3.6 months in phonics. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Catherine closed by asking everyone to help Summer Collaborative build a uniquely powerful story for the city of Wilmington’s youth. The meeting ended at 1:30 pm.  Respectfully submitted, Cindy Campanella, Secretary


PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE – BEING HELD NEXT WEEKEND

Mulch Madness - Saturday, March 25 ** 8:30 – 10:30 am
A great Project – A great Time – A great way to Serve
Sign Up in Lobby or with Sue
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