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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

September 29
New Castle County Executive Appearance
Matt Meyer/D and Mark Blake/R
This will likely be one of the first head-to-head Joint Appearances between these two candidates for New Castle County Executive, Matt Meyer (who beat incumbent Tom Gordon for the Democrat nomination) and Mark Blake, the Republican nominee, will appear. Questions for the candidates should be e-mailed for consideration to SamWaltz@SamWaltz.com. The New Castle County Executive's office is Delaware's 2nd largest branch of government. The two major party candidates for Congress had been tentatively scheduled to appear, but timing issues around the primary campaign made that program impossible to confirm.
Program Chair:   Sam Waltz
Menu:  Pork Cutlet with Cranberry Demi
October 6 – Terry Holt, Partner, HDMK
“An Election Preview, Trump v. Clinton and the World Thereafter”
Program Chair:   Matt Beardwood
Menu:  Salmon with Champagne Mustard Sauce
October 13 – Paul R. Flora, Research & Policy Support Manager
Senior Economic Analyst, Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia
Program Chair:   TBD
Menu:  Eggplant Parmesan
October  20 – John Aucott, Director, John Hopkins Lyme Disease Research Center
Program Chair:   Matt Beardwood
Menu:  Pan-Seared Chicken with Lemon and Capers Sauce
October  27 – RCW, 2016-17 Community Service Project/Stubbs Elementary School
Community Partners Facilitated by Susan Polikoff
Program Chair:   Susan Polikoff
Menu:  Brown Sugar Baked Ham with Glazed Yams
 (
Have you ever walked into a place and immediately felt like you were not in Wilmington, DE?  At the same time getting your caffeine fix for the day?  Experience this and Rotary fellowship while 
joining
 us on 
Wednesday the
 
12th of October
 for Rotary “Coffee Talk” at the new
 Brew Ha 
Ha
 in Greenville! The Connections and O
utreach 
C
ommittee encourages you to bring yourself and prospective members between 8-
9:30
AM.  Ho
pe to see you then!!!
)	
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Minutes for Meeting of September 22, 2016
President Kai Lassen called the meeting to order at 12:10pm at the Hotel du Pont’s Gold Ballroom.  The Club joined together in singing “God Bless America” led by Michael Arrington with Bob Reed on the piano.  Yair Robinson provided the invocation.
	Announcements:  President Kai welcomed several guests.  President Kai announced today is the launch date for our annual charitable giving campaign and we are promoting a single ask.  Your donation can be allocated to support the Community Service Foundation, Education Foundation (scholarships), and Rotary Foundation.  Pledge cards will be mailed on Monday and please return your pledge cards within 3 weeks – please be generous.  President Kai called on Will Minster, our club’s Charitable Giving Chair, and he reminded us that our contributions allow our Club to do wonderful things for our local, national, and international communities.  Tom Shea, our club’s Rotary Foundation Chair, shared Rotary Foundation’s mission.  In honor of the Rotary Foundation’s centennial anniversary, please consider becoming a Paul Harris Society Member.  We would like to add seven more PHS members this year.  If you are not able to pledge $1,000 to be a PHS member, please consider pledging at least $100 in honor of the centennial.   Ted Geist announced the Can-Do Playground Clean UP event on October 8th at 8:30am.  The Can-Do Playground was an initiative in 2002-2003 and our club partnered with five local Rotary Clubs to build the playground for all children to enjoy regardless of their abilities or limitations.  Please see Sue after the meeting to sign up.  Anne Pebley mentioned the District-wide Stop Hunger Now event scheduled for Saturday, October 15 at 8:30am.  Our goal is to pack 37,000 meals and you may arrive as early as 7:30am for set up and break down is scheduled for 10:30am.  We need 25 – 30 volunteers and we have also extended an invitation to our interact club at Howard High School.  Dave Fleming shared with us that earlier in the day our club distributed dictionaries to third, fourth, and fifth grade students at Bancroft Elementary School and the students were overjoyed!  The next scheduled Dictionary Project distribution is scheduled for October 6th.  President Kai provided a reminder to all to make sure your accounts are current by the end of September.  President Kai mentioned details of the next three meetings: New Castle County Executive Appearance by Democrat Matt Meyer and Republican Mark Blake on September 29; Terry Holt, Partner, HDMK, “An Election Preview, Trump vs. Clinton and the World Thereafter” on October 6; and Paul Flora, Senior Economic Analyst, Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia on October 13 – mark your calendars, please!  
	Program:  As part of the introduction of our speaker, the Club joined together in singing a Wilmington Rotary modified version of “Big Man in Town,” from the Jersey Boys Broadway musical written by our legendary ‘songwriter’ Michael Arrington, accompanied by Bob Reed on the piano – thank you, Michael!  Will Minster offered the traditional introduction of our speaker, Robert Buccini, from the Buccini-Pollin Group.  Rob thanked us for the opportunity to present today and he mentioned there has been a lot of development and real estate activity in Wilmington the past twelve months.  Keeping people and businesses in Wilmington and increasing investments in the city remains a priority of the Buccini-Pollin Group (BPG).  A primary goal of BPG is to spur downtown growth by reconnecting the central business districts to the Wilmington Riverfront via the historic Market Street corridor.  Chemours, Incyte, and the DuPont Headquarters will remain in Wilmington for the foreseeable future.  CSC will be finishing their Global Headquarters soon.
Rob provided an update on recently completed projects and shared upcoming development plans for Wilmington. BPG completed phase 1 of their plan which lasted from 2004-2014.  One project of particular note is the recently completed 150 residential apartment complex on Market Street that is fully leased. A Starbucks will be opening next week and the city has a new Beer Garden, called Constitution Yards, which is located on the Wilmington Riverfront.   It is not uncommon to have 2,000 patrons at the Beer Garden on weekends.  
Rob shared plans related to Phase 2 of development for the city.  The 200 West 9th Street 33 apartment complex and brewery will open Fall 2016; The Residences at Harlan Flats (phase 2), located at the Riverfront, will be available Spring 2017; 2 East 7th Street, which will have 15 apartments and a restaurant, will open Fall 2017; and The Residences at Mid-Town Park is scheduled to be completed in 2018.  This 198 luxury apartment complex will have a pool, gym, and parking available to residents.  A 150 apartment complex will be built under the MKT brand at 608 N. Market Street.  It will be called Market Street Village and will offer affordable housing compared to previously built luxury housing complexes.
In order to support the Chase Center on the Riverfront’s growing demand for short-term guests, BPG will be building two additional full service hotels.  A Homewood Suites is scheduled to open in 2017 and then BPG will build a 200 room Marriott hotel that will open in 2018/2019.
Rob explained that it’s important to provide strong retail to support the residential growth.  Since 2003, approximately 2,000 apartments have been built in Wilmington. An additional 1,626 will be completed by the end of 2017, and 2,000 more apartments will be built between the end of 2017 and 2020.  In addition to the aforementioned retail, Market Street Bread and Bagel and Merchant Bar are doing very well.  Plans are underway to build 5 additional quality food outlets downtown.  In closing, Rob thanked Wilmington Rotary for our efforts to make Wilmington a World Class City and he said we all must do our part to change the narrative so people understand that Wilmington is a vibrant and save place for all. Committees to meet after the meeting: None    Respectfully submitted, Cindy Campanella, Secretary
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COMMITTEE  MEETINGS
 / DATES / EVENT
              
  
                        
October  08
           Can-Do Playground Clean Up
                        
October   15           
Strike Out Hunger, DE Industrial Park, Newark
                
                        
Oct
ober   22           
Rotary Leadership Institute
, 
North East, MD
              
 
 
                        
November  
19
       Rotary Foundation Dinner, Dover
       RI President      
)
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